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Construction of Clariant’s sunliquid® plant in Podari is 
progressing well 

 The construction of the plant is advancing, while fully complying with 
the COVID-19 pandemic precaution measures 

 The completion of the plant construction is expected in 2021 
 

Clariant, a focused, sustainable, and innovative specialty chemical company, is progressing 
well with the construction of its new production plant in Podari, Dolj county. Despite the still 
challenging situation due to the COVID-19 pandemic, work on the construction site is 
continuing, while numerous precaution measures have been implemented. 

„The construction of the sunliquid® commercial scale cellulosic ethanol plant is forging ahead 
as planned. While we continue to do so, we are fully complying with the COVID-19 pandemic 
precaution measures and strictly following the regulations established by the authorities. Our 
highest priority is to protect the health and safety of our employees, of the construction 
workers on the site, as well as of the local community in which we operate.”, emphasizes 
Dragoş Gavriluţă, Project Director sunliquid® Romania. 

Clariant is making every effort to progress with the construction, also in order to contribute 
to the post-crisis economic recovery, and to support the local community by creating green 
jobs in the predominantly rural area of Podari. Around 100 direct jobs will be created in the 
plant alone. In addition to that, around 300 jobs can be created in connected businesses, e.g. 
the collection, storage, and transportation of straw. 

All preparations of the site have been completed, and about 300 construction workers are 
currently on the site pouring foundations for various buildings and operation units as well as 
erecting metal structures. 

Once operational, the plant will process approx. 250,000 tons of straw and will produce 
50,000 tons of cellulosic ethanol. sunliquid® cellulosic ethanol is an advanced, truly 
sustainable and carbon-neutral biofuel that can readily be used in today’s existing car 
infrastructure. 

Clariant is investing more than EUR 100 million in its first-of-its-kind plant. The project 
receives more than EUR 40 million in funding from the European Union. 

The sunliquid® plant is constructed on a 98,000 sqm area observing the highest technological 
standards while paying close attention to the comfort and life of the local community. The 
civil constructor is a Romanian company, and the construction works will involve a team of 
up to 800 workers in the peak phase. 
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Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram 
 
www.clariant.com 
 
 
Clariant is a focused, sustainable and innovative specialty chemical company based in Muttenz, near Basel/Switzerland. On 31 December 2019, 
the company employed a total workforce of 17 223. In the financial year 2019, Clariant recorded sales of CHF 4.399 billion for its continuing 
businesses. The company reports in three business areas: Care Chemicals, Catalysis and Natural Resources. Clariant’s corporate strategy is 
based on five pillars: focus on innovation and R&D, add value with sustainability, reposition portfolio, intensify growth, and increase profitability. 

 

 
PICTURE CAPTION: CURRENT AERIAL VIEW OF THE CLARIANT SUNLIQUID CONSTRUCTION SITE IN 
PODARI, ROMANIA (PHOTO CREDITS: CLARIANT) 
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demonstration under Grant Agreement no. 322386 (FP7 SUNLIQUID) and from the Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking under the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation program under Grant Agreement no. 709606 (BBI LIGNOFLAG). 
 

 
 
 

 

 


